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 Software testing by using open source tool like Selenium windows 
applications cannot be automated, citrix based applications, flash websites 
and games. Computer vision based automation tools can be used to automate 
these kinds of applications.  These automation tools works based on 
screenshots of GUI objects like button, radio button, text box, images, 
dropdowns etc. In this paper a prototype of automation tool has been 
developed which can execute the automation scripts much faster than 
existing tools like Sikuli, which takes much time to run the Automation 
scripts. The execution time can be reduced by using this proposed tool. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Software is everyware in this business world. Software testing is the process of validating and 
verifying that a software program or product meets the business, functional, technical and user requirement 
that guides the design and development. It verifies whether an application or program works as expected. It is 
a process that takes place throughout the software development life cycle. It is very important to ensure the 
quality of software. 

 Automated software testing [1] is essential because manual testing of all the test cases, all the UI 
elements, all the positive and negative scenarios is time and cost consuming. It is difficult to test a scenario 
for a number of users and with huge test data. It does not requires human intervention and can be executed 
unattended, which increases speed of execution and helps to increase the test coverage. Automated software 
testing can be used to do various kinds of testing like Smoke testing, Regression testing which reduces lot of 
manual efforts. 

The popular tools in GUI automation [2] testing are Selenium [3], QTP [4], Test complete, 
CodedUI, Ranorex, Telerik Test studio etc. Table 1 shows that these tools can be used to automate both 
windows and Web applications [5]. Selenium is the most popular open source automation tool used to 
automate web application. This tool cannot be used to automate flash websites where the object Id’s not 
exposed for identifying the objects. Websites with video players, Music players, Games are some examples 
of flash websites. To overcome this limitation, Sikuli [6] can be used to automate the flash websites and 
Games.  

Sikuli works based on Template matching [7] using screen shots [8] of GUI objects [9]. But the 
limitation of Sikuli is it takes much time for object recognition and fails to identify the object like button, 
labels, dropdown etc. Because of this issue there are more chances of Test failure. As a result of this test 
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execution takes more time than expected. This also increases the time for Test Automation engineers to 
develop automated test cases [10]. 

 
 

Table 1. Comparison of Various Automation Tools and Usage 
Automation Tool Windows Application Web Application Flash objects Automation 

Selenium No Yes No 
QTP Yes Yes No 

Test Complete Yes Yes No 
CodedUI Yes Yes No 
Ranorex Yes Yes No 

Sikuli Yes Yes Yes 

 
 
2. RELATED WORKS  

For software testing there are many types of tools like Selenium, QTP, Test Complete etc. These 
kinds of tools can be used for Automating Web and Windows Applications. These tools are based on the 
object properties like Id, class name, Tag name, text etc. Computer vision based automation tools like Sikuli 
uses images of various GUI objects. Sikuli can be used to perform various actions like click, double click, 
entering the text in text box, drag and drop etc. 

Sikuli is used to automate the test cases using the screen shots of GUI objects such as button, links, 
radio buttons, dropdowns etc. by using image recognition technique. It interacts with the GUI by finding the 
position of object in GUI using template. Sikuli automates the GUI interactions [11-12] of keyboard and 
mouse events using Visual patterns. The input to the Sikuli is the screenshot of various web element or 
windows element. Sikuli will do various actions such as click, double click, drag and drop etc. by finding the 
location of the elements in the user interface. The screenshots of the various elements are stored in the project 
folder and passed as parameter for doing various GUI interactions. 

Even Window based applications can also be automated using Sikuli. It provides very friendly 
Sikuli-script.jar, which can be easily used together with Selenium Web Driver. The screenshots of the various 
elements are stored in the project folder and passed as parameter for doing various GUI interactions as shown 
in Figure 1. We can even automate Adobe Video/Audio player, Flash Games on the websites using Sikuli [1]. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Sikuli block diagram 
 
 

Selenium is the most popular open source automation tool which is widely used in Automation 
testing [13]. Selenium Web driver identifies the objects using xpath [14], css selectors, using id, name, class 
name etc. When an object property is changed then the test fails as Selenium failed to identify the object. 
In this case even the object exist the test failed. To avoid this kind of situations computer vision-based tools 
can be very helpful to overcome this kind of problems. We can automate what we are seeing on the screen. 
It provides, simple API i.e. all the test cases are automated using the screenshots of the objects. Sikuli 
automates the GUI interactions of keyboard and mouse events using Visual patterns. The input to the Sikuli 
is the screenshot of various web element or windows element. 
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3. PROPOSED SOLUTION 
In this paper a prototype of computer vision based automation tool has been developed using C++ 

and OpenCV. In this there are two modes if you want to execute the script faster screenshot is converted to 
gray scale which reduces the calculations, Template matching algorithm of computer vision is used to detect 
the objects like button drop down radio button checkboxes and images etc. The proposed framework can 
successfully handle various kinds of GUI objects based on screenshots as shown in Figure 2. The proposed 
prototype can be used for automating windows applications, WPF Applications, Games and Citrix based 
Applications. By executing several tests, 25 test cases are executed using both Sikuli and the proposed tool in 
the similar environment the proposed tool has taken only 29 minutes whereas Sikuli has taken around 35 
minutes.  

 
 

 
 

Figure 2.  Proposed block diagram 
 

 
In computer vision Template matching is a technique for finding the area in the image which 

matches with the template image. Here we need two images. First image is the Source image (I) and second 
image is the Template Image (T). Source image is used to find the matching area with the template 
image [15]. Template image is the input image for comparing with the Source image. The main objective is 
to find the highest matching area of template image (T) in the Source image. To identify the matching area 
the template image is compared with source image by sliding the image patch. Here patch is moved one pixel 
at a time from left to right and up to down. At each location a metric is calculated for T over I and the metric 
is stored in the result matrix R [16]. Normalized cross correlation [17] is used for finding the Matrix R. The 
exact match of the template is identified using Matrix R. Chrome icon image is the input image. When the 
template image is compared with source image using R Matrix, the object is identified and highlighted with 
green color. The highest matched area is identified, and the midpoint of the patch is calculated in the source 
image. By using this point various actions are performed used keyboard and mouse for various GUI 
Interactions [18]. 

 

R(x, y) =
∑ (Tᇱ(xᇱ, yᇱ). Iᇱ(x + xᇱ, y + yᇱ))୶ᇲ,୷ᇲ

ට∑ Tᇱ(xᇱ, yᇱ)ଶ.୶ᇲ,୷ ᇲ ∑ Iᇱ(x + xᇱ, y + yᇱ)ଶ
୶ᇲ,୷ᇲ

 

 

Tᇱ(xᇱ, yᇱ) = T(xᇱ, yᇱ) − 1/(w. h).  T(xᇱᇱ, yᇱᇱ)
୶ᇲᇲ,୷ᇲᇲ

 

 

Iᇱ(x + xᇱ, y + yᇱ) = I(x + xᇱ, y + yᇱ) − 1/(w. h).  I(x + xᇱᇱ, y + yᇱᇱ)
୶ᇲᇲ,୷ᇲᇲ

 

 
 
3.1.  Handling keyboard 

Keyboard is handled by simulating keystrokes using virtual key codes of various buttons in the 
keyboard like ctrl(VK_CONTROL), Enter(VK_RETURN), SHIFT key(VK_SHIFT), 
SPACEBAR(VK_SPACE), Numeric keypad 0 key(VK_NUMPAD), ALT key(VK_MENU), etc. By using 
this various actions are performed like entering the text in the text box, clearing the values in the Text box, 
for generating Keystroke of Enter button etc. Various Utilities has been created to perform various actions 
such as copy paste, cut, Navigating forward and backward in the browser refreshing the current page etc. 
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3.2.  Handling mouse 
Basic function of mouse such as left click and right click are generated once after locating the object 

using template matching algorithm [8] based on the inputs from the user. Midpoint of the template is 
identified. Various actions such as drag and drop, Left click, Right click, double click etc. can be performed 
for automating an application. User can also click on the desired location of the template as shown in 
Figure 3. Template is divided into various quadrants Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4 as shown in Figure 4. For example, 
if user wants to click on the first quadrant Q1 midpoint, Q1 has to be passed as a parameter in Click function. 

 
 

  
  

Figure 3. Template image Figure 4. Template quadrants 
 
 

3.3.  Handling multiple objects 
For few test scenarios there is a chance where there are multiple identical template objects in the 

same screen as shown in Figure 5. For this case the desired object can be identified based on the position of 
the image. Top, bottom, left, right parameters can be used to identify the objects based on the position in the 
source image. If the above conditions does not satisfy, object can be identified based on the position of the 
images from left to right. If there are two objects side by side in the top left of the screen then the object is 
identified based on the count of the objects. The two images are identified as top left first object, top left 
second object respectively. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 5. An example of handling identical multiple objects in the same screen 
 
 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
For execution of automated test cases, the proposed model is compared with popular open source 

tool Sikuli. For Execution of each test case time has been calculated. The test has been conducted on both 
windows and web application. In Table 2 test cases 1-4 are related to Windows application and Test case 5-7 
are related to web application. For Sikuli the total time of execution of automated scripts is 425.09 seconds 
and for proposed model it has taken 406.04 seconds. Based on the below results the proposed model is much 
faster than the existing open source Sikuli. By using the proposed model test script development time also 
can be minimized. 
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Table 2. Sikuli and Proposed Model Test Execution Speed Comparison 
Test Case number Sikuli Proposed model 

Test case 1 4.54 sec 4.31 sec 
Test case 2 50.33 sec 47.89 sec 
Test case 3 22.58 sec 21.23 sec 
Test case 4 90.73 sec 86.26 sec 
Test case 5 73.13 sec 70.46 sec 
Test case 6 96.26 sec 92.77 sec 
Test case 7 87.52 sec 83.12 sec 
Total time in sec 425.09 sec 406.04 sec 

 
 
5. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE SCOPE 

In this paper a novel Automation framework has been developed using computer vision, which can 
automate windows applications, web applications, flash websites and Citrix based applications at high speed 
compared to the other open source tools like Sikuli. The object detection speed on GUI can be increased by 
using the proposed model. The Test execution time for running the automated test cases can be reduced 
which increases accuracy and reduces Time out issue. 

There is a need in test automation for the development of a framework which is independent of 
object properties like Id’s, xpath and screenshot of objects. Objects should be identified based on the text of 
the objects and its visual features. Future work focuses on identifying the GUI objects using text based on 
various Machine learning and deep learning algorithms which helps to reduce the time to automate the 
application. By using machine learning concepts objects can be identified by training the screenshots with the 
classifiers. 
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